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December 4, 2022—Second Sunday of Advent 
 

SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

PRELUDE  

Gathering 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH  Ellen Watts & Lorna Foster 

One: In this season of Advent, we celebrate God’s peace. 

All: Jesus Christ, whose birth we await, calls our community to justice and leads us 
in the way of peace. 

One: Our community is forgiving.  We call one another to honesty and humility and 
respond to each other with abundant grace. 

All: Our community values relationships.  We live in harmony with one another 
even when we disagree, and strive to glorify God in everything we do. 

One: Our community longs for unity.  We work together with other churches and 
organizations, and live out God’s reconciling love for all the world to see. 

All: Together, we are a sign of God’s peace in the world. 

(The lighting of the Advent Candle will now take place.) 

One: Let us pray: 

All: God of all people and all nations, you break through the cynicism of our world 
and offer a vision of the lion and lamb lying down together.  Open our eyes to 
see the signs of your coming kingdom and inspire us to participate in all you 
are doing in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 

*HYMN NO. 133 O Come, All Ye Faithful” ADESTE FIDELES 
 
 
_______________ 
*You may stand in body or spirit. 

 

PRAYER LIST — December 4, 2022 
    
  HEALTH CONCERNS 

 Nancy Bolen (COVID) 
 Donna Carmichael (Vertigo) 
 Deryel Clark (heart issues—resident at Spring Arbor of Greensboro) 
 Lucy Dillon (health issues) 
 Faye Hodges (resident at Kerner Ridge, Phone No. 336-817-5989) 
 Bernie Krecklow (residing at Walnut Ridge Assisted Living & Memory Care, 411 Windmill 

St., Walnut Cove, NC 27052, 336-891-9437.  Bernie is now in the Memory Care Unit) 
  Judy Maxwell (health issues) 
 Fran McKinney (undergoing treatment for cancer) 
 Donna Myers (hospice/palliative care at The Manor at Countryside Village in Stokesdale) 
 Spence Sharp (health issues) 
 Millie Vernon (recuperating from RSV and receiving therapy for broken hip surg. at Piney 

Grove Rehab, Rm. 313, 728 Piney Grove Rd.) 
 Rodgers White (health issues) 

Bolen Ron Smith (cancer); Carmen Spoon (dementia); Lila Bolen (cancer); Amy Ikerd (health 
issues); Marie Tuttle (breast cancer);  Cindy Strickland (diabetes & health issues); Car-
ol Carroll (health issues) 

Budkey Richard Hedgecock (bone cancer); Patricia Kennedy (Joy’s aunt—end stage of condition) 
Butler Cathy Outlaw (diagnosed with breast cancer); Beacham McDougald (friend of Nancy But-

ler & Ellen Watts—partial amputation of foot); Parker Byrd (an 18 yr. old ECU stu-
dent—tragic boat accident) 

Downing Steve Miller (cancer) 
Kerr Kelly Kerr (Kerry’s brother—Stage 4 prostate cancer); Marla Kerr-Lawson (Kerry’s sister—

dialysis) 
Mattingly Jeanne Adair (sister-in-law—diagnosed with ALS); Lisa Tuttle (stage 4 emphysema) 

Maxwell Clara Maxwell Yarber (breast cancer) 
Polinsky Chad Amond (nephew—primary progressive aphasia) 

Pruitt Julian Pruitt (John’s father—health issues) 
G. Sharp James Swaim (cancer surg. 10/24) 

Thach Alvena Hummer (dementia); Hope Border (23 yr. old who has had two mini strokes) 
 Kara S. (cancer treatment—healing) 
  
  
 SPECIAL CONCERNS 

Bolen Catherine Bolen 
S. Sharp Tyler Carter (nephew—deployed to Kosovo for nine months) 
Vernon Prayers for family members 

  
  
 SYMPATHIES EXTENDED TO 

Bolen The family of Marian Hart 
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CALL TO CONFESSION 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
O God, we have tried to cover up our sins, yet you know the disorder we have caused 
in our lives.  You have witnessed our poor choices and our destructive habits.  We 
have denied our baptism and ignored the responsibilities of discipleship.  The good we 
do is often self-serving, while we void full claims of gospel partnership.  Hear our cries 
of repentance and turn our lives around, that we may know the wonder of your 
forgiveness.  (The prayer continues in a time of silent, personal confession.) 

Amen. 

RESPONSE 
Lord, have mercy upon us.  Christ, have mercy upon us.  Lord, have mercy upon us. 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
One: Hear the Good news!  God has done great things for us.  We are loved; we are 

forgiven; we are claimed by God’s grace.  The Holy One has begun a good work 
in us.  Even now, the love of God is expanding our knowledge, sharpening our 
discernment, and equipping us for service.  Friends, believe the good news… 

All: In Jesus Christ we are forgiven.  Thanks be to God. 

*GLORIA IN EXCELSIS DEO 

Gloria in excelsis Deo!  Gloria in excelsis Deo! 

*PASSING OF THE PEACE 
One: The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

All: And also with you. 

(Please share a sign of peace with others.) 

ANTHEM   

The Word 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

SCRIPTURE READINGS 
One: The Word of the Lord.  Isaiah 11:1-10 
All: Thanks be to God.  Matthew 3:1-12 

SERMON “Prepare the Way” Rev. John Pruitt 
 
 
 
 
 
_______________ 
*You may stand in body or spirit. 

Sending 

*HYMN NO. 96 “On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry” WINCHESTER NEW 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH “The Apostles’ Creed” 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ 
his only Son, our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin 
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended 
into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and 
sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to 
judge the quick and the dead.  I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; 
the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and 
the life everlasting.  Amen. 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive 
us our debts as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever.  Amen. 

PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS 

*DOXOLOGY 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below; praise him 
above, ye heavenly host; praise Father , Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

*HYMN NO. 146 “Gentle Mary Laid Her Child” TEMPUS ADEST FLORIDUM 

BENEDICTION 

POSTLUDE 
 
FLOWERS IN THE SANCTUARY are given to the glory and honor of God and are placed 
by Norman & Lynda Self in memory of their daughter, Paula. 
 
 
 

 
 

_______________ 
*You may stand in body or spirit. 

Serving Today (Dec 04) Serving Next Sunday (Dec 11) 
Greeters/Ushers: Priscilla Henderson Greeters/Ushers: Priscilla Henderson 
 Rusty Sudderth  Rusty Sudderth 

Prayers and Liturgy are reprinted by permission of United Church Press from 
Gathered by Love by Lavon Bayler.  Copyright 1994 by United Church Press. 


